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Tas Reads is s reſpectfully informed, | 
that the following ſheets have been com- 
mitted to Preſs in the hurry neceſſarily 
attendant on the Author's purſuits in life; 
and ſo much has been already ſaid and 
written on the ſubject, that, did he not | 
conſider it the duty of every Friend to the _ 
; _ Proſperity of this Realm to contribute what 
hae can, like the Widow's mite, to the gene- 


ral intereſt, he ſhould not obtrude his in- 
| digeſted production on the Public, amid ſo 
: _ many Pamphlets replete with ſpirit, as 
well as claſſical, hiſtorical, and commercial f 
information. „ 
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PROJECTED UNION,. 
Oc. * | 


{ 


THE Union now propoſed to take place be- 
' tween Great Britain and Ireland, is a ſubject 
that, for ſome months paſt, has much agitated 
the public mind, and occupied no inconſider- 
able degree of ſpeculation. The advocates, for 
the meaſure, have their views, their hopes, and 
their intereſts; its adverſaries, their fears, their 
jealouſies and ſuſpicions. The probable ten- 
dencies, operations and effects of this propoſi- 
tion, ſhall be inveſtigated, in the following 
ſheets, with that coolneſs and diſpaſſion which 
the ſeriouſneſs of ihe matter ſo emphatically 
requires; and although the ſubject has been al- 
ready moſt ably handled by gentlemen whoſe 
profeſſional purſuits peculiarly qualify them for 
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he. taſk of a a work, ſaid to be freſh | 
from the miniſterial anvil, yet, as, in a com- 


mercial ferme, the addition of a comparatively- | 


trivial ſum may conduce to the reſponſibility 
of the common ſtock; ſo, the ſubſequent obſer- 
vations may lead to ſome further elucidation 
of a queſtion, at once, involving the Rights 
and Intereſts of an imperial Realm, whoſe an- | 
cient ſovercignty withſtood the ſhock of ages, 
- and, like the rock, againſt whoſe ſolid baſe the 
impetuous ſurges have, for centuries, ineffec⸗ 
tually exerted their fury, braved the intrigues 
and ſtruggles of ſurrounding en to ſub- 
vert her Conſtitution, 

When North-Britain ' acceded to the Union, 
her finances were larrowly circumſcribed; ſhe 
had an ungrateful ſoil to cultivate; her re- 
ſources were in all reſpects crippled, as a na- 
tion, and thus, had ſhe every intimidating dif- | 
ficulty to combat; and, although it was, in this 
fituation of her affairs, apparently her leading 
intereſt, to embrace the proffered conditions, 
with promptitude and avidity, yet, prefling as 
were her circumſtances, ſhe approached the Eng- 
liſh Minifter with caution and diſtruſt. With 
the houſe of Hamilton foremoſt in her train of | 
champions, ſhe diſputed the political ground, 
inch by inch, with firmneſs, until the paltry ſum 
of 20,5401. 178. 1d. divided among the hungry 
natives, became the price of her Legiſlature and 


7 among nations. How has ſhe expe- 
rienced 
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3 the conſequences? Like the unfortunate 


maid, whom ſpecious promiſes, glittering bau- 
bles, and all the artillery of long- practiſed ſe- 
duction, had fatally led away from the paths. 
of i innocence and virtue; Scotland has not ceaſed, 
from the hour of that compact's ratification, to 


- weep over her misfortunes, and pour execra- 
tions on the memory of her venal betrayers. 


But even thus bought and ſeduced to political 
turpitude and ſelf debaſement, how have the 


; conditions been, on the part of England, ad- 


hered to? Not with the ſcrupulous fidelity of 
nations ! not with that integrity that mould e ever 


ſtand binding between man and man! but witn 


the baſe duplicity of a Change-alley broker; 
for, from the period of finally ſettling the co- 
venant, to its operation (including a ſpace of 
many months) the Engliſh merchants, looking 
on the colonial imports into North-Britain with 
an invidious eye, in order to counteract any - 
benefit immediately ariſing to her from the 
Union, clandeſtinely ſeized the opportunity of 
the interval to glut their ware-houſes with Ame- 
rican merchandize. In the exemption from a 
malt tax, as expreſsly and bona fide articled for, 
South- Britain has not treated the United North 
with more candour or honeſty ; and, at this 
moment, ſhe labours unbluſhingly to violate, in her 
open parliament, the ninth article of the Union, 
by impoſing 6n all Scottiſh lands the ſame high 
additional rates as in England that is, one 

dent 
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tenth part of the rent, if exceeding two thouſand 25 


pounds a year, although the article already quoted 
unequivocally ſtipulates that * in all land- taxes, 
Scotland ſhall only pay in the proportion that 


forty-eight thouſand pounds bear to one mil- 


lion, nine hundred thouſand pounds;” and yet 


her /apient Peers, as if born to ſhore away 


debates in Parliament,” never once animad- 


verted on this groſs violation of Rights! What 


wonder, then, that, in ſeveral towns of that 


country, the ſight of a guinea is, at this day, - 
as great a novelty, as a tree in the idea of 


Doctor Johnſon, who fays that, to behold a tres 


in Scotland is as novel as to fee a coach in Ve- 
nice! In fine, what do all thoſe retrograde ſteps, 
operating on Scotland, prove? That, with a 


formidable and | mercenary army, at his nod, 
and the treaſury at his-elbow, the Miniſter of 


the day may, at any time, trample on any terms 
or conditions, which, for the accompliſhment of 


his views, he may think it expedient to offer. 


But in the flouriſhing fate, in which Ireland | 
was by benignant nature deſigned to attract 


the notice and reſpe& of foreign nations, and 


with ample reſources within herſelf of being great 


in commerce, great in agriculture, great in po- 
pulation, great in every ſpecies of internal in- 


duſtry; with encircling ſhores ſwarming with 
the luxuries of the deep; with a foil rich and 
productive beyond inſular competition, with na- | 


tives "_ to all the important purpoſes of 
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butbaddry, e commerce, and the arty | 
does ſhe ſtand in need of any terms in the power 
of England to propoſe, to compenſate for the (ur- 
render of her invaluable rights as they ſtand eſta- 
bliſned by antiquity, and ſanctified by Providence 
itſelf, who ſingled her out, as an highly- favoured 
land, to he the envy of 5 neighhours, and the 
pride and boaſt of her Children? Would it not 
better become the policy. of Great Britain, to bury, 
for ever, in oblivion, the idea of this ungrate ful 

- and irritating meaſure, particularly at a junAur2 
of ſuch tumult, commotian, and diſorder, than 
thus ungraciouſly to obtrude it, amid the high 
ferment and misfortunes with which the country 
is already but too farally overwhelmed ? 


— mh Prius præſtat compounre fluctus.“ 


It is affirmed that the Union | is calculated to huſh 
| the Popular ſtorm, by cementing the Iriſh com- 
1 munity in the bonds of peaceful induſtry, and con- 
| ſequent proſperity.” ' Induſtry and proſperity are 
deſirable bleſſings, no doubt; but how are they ta 
be proſecuted, or attained ? ſurely not under the 
goad of inſurrection! and that bringing forward at 
this time a propoſition of ſuch dangerous magni- 
tude, will re- animate the almoſt- dead embers of 
commotion, is ſeriouſly to be apprehended! May 
the Siſter Kingdom in ſound policy employ her 
wiſdom to conciliate, not inflame, to cloſe, not to 
| widen, the breach, through which ſuch a torrent 
| of public calamities has iſſued upon the innocent, 
as well as the guilty, in 1798! And may no im- 
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pions hand, in the career of ſuperiority od power, | 

dare to renew the blaze of woe and horror that has | 
already conſumed ſo many lives, which might be 
employed in the preſſing buſineſs of the empire, 
and laid ſo many fair Nructures level with the 


duſt —lt muſt, truly, be admitted, that it would 
be for the tranquillity and happineſs of his Ma- 
jeſty's realms to unite all parties, religions, and | 
_ \ſeQts, in amity and conſcious duty to the common. 
intereſt of all; and it mult be equally the wiſh of 
every rational, unimpaſſioned, and moderate man, 


that Ireland ſhould invariably cleave to the Siſter 
Kingdom, as her faithful Siſter, atid unſbaken ally ; 
but no friend to the independence of lreland can 


ſo far forget her innate dignity, as for a moment 


to wiſh her degraded to a Britiſh Province! 
It is probable, indeed, that the Southern parts 

of the kingdom, particularly Cork, might. be very 

conſiderably benefited by the Union; but partial, 


are never, in wiſdom, to ſuperſede general, advan- 
tages. While the Eaſtern and Northern parts 
would be ſtripped of commerce, population, and 


credit, deprived of their trading ſinews, their life, 
ſpirit, and energy, Dublin, the ſecond city in the 
Empire, that long-admired ſeat of opulence, ſplen- 
dour, and magnificence; muſt become a melan- 


choly deſert—a miſerable Bankrupt in wealth and 
aggrandizement ! The languid pulſe of its trade, 
arts, and manufactures, to the contemplative eye, 
already appears to make an awful pauſe, nearly 


bordering” on e diſſolution. The lofty ſtruc- 
tures 


23.4455 


city, we excite e, Pan realy fall to | 
ruin; and the ſplendid habitations of hoſpitality, , 
elegance, and taſte, ſink into hovels of obſcurity, 
poverty, and vulgar reftrition on liberality and 
| refinement. Perſons who, on the ſtrength of ſpecu- 
lation and probability, have expended ample capi- 
tals on Euildings in, and near the Metropolis, muſt 
behold their fortunes loſt for ever; and the humane 
and generous founders of Hoſpitals, and the infli> 
tutions of great pith and- moment, in the conſide- 
ration of ſound . ſenſe, morality, and religion,” of 
utility, and ornament, ſhall experience no better 
reward than to ſee the work of their hands Rand i in 
lazy ſtate, unoccupied, and unregarded, fave by the 
idle paſſenger !—What, a ſcourge then muſt the 
Union prove, if not. ee (couted from Ph | 
land! TEE 
We are ae 5 as the "path of. ancient 
Rome derived the ad vantages of philoſophy and 
every mental pre-eminence from the Schools of 
Athens, ſo the youth of this realm are to be pro- 
portionately advantaged by the free intercourſe 
with the Britiſh Capital, conſequent on the ratifi- 
| cation of this hallowed treaty,—Credat Judæus, 
: Apella, Non ego To this aſſertion the reply 
is perfectly eaſy. Let us aſk what literary acquire- 
ments are poſhbly to be gleaned from this pro- 
poſed ill. featured connection in future, (admitting 
the full operation of the Articles of Union, even to 
95 the entire lalielaction of the Miniſterial Pamphle- 
| | „ 


8 

þ teer) that our young gentlemen have ry at this 
moment, an equal acce(s to, and appear not as free 
to us, as the literary inſtitutes were then to Rome? 
and ſo fat from any acceſſibn of mental energy ot 
claſſical refinement to our School or Academical 
reſources at home, an awful diminution of ſcience 
in Ireland muſt tread on the heels of an Union, 
and our young Hibernicb. Briton, like Gay's Tra- | 
velling Monkey, will return home, puffed with 
pride to poliſh, but, in the event of ſtubborn Iriſn 
ſolid ſenſe, to be laughed at, while he happily opens, 
for his country's imitation, the wonder-working 
lectures of ſome Cockney Pedagogue, or to illu- 
mine more unboundedly the minds, and invigorate 
the bodies of Iriſh youth, comes forward with the 
clinching arguments of a Mendoza! 

And, let me here aſk, what mighty arcana can 
London unfold, that the Capital of Ireland diſplays 
not? Or is it © Darkneſs viſible” with us, when 
the Meridian Sun of Science pours the refiſtleſs 
day of intellectual light on that prototype of the 
Staces— John Bull? * Stultus ego huic noſtræ 
ſimilem Melibcee putavi.” I imagined there was 
nothing on the Britiſh Bench, nothing in the Britiſh 
Seminaries, nothing ſo like Hybla's honey flowing 
from the lips of a Britiſh Senator, that Ireland could 


1 produce in her Univerſity, her Courts of Judi- 


cature, and her Houſes of Legiſlation ! but it is the 
gifted province of Britiſh Conjurers to ſee more than 
other men; and as the Romans termed all other 
nations barbarous, not immediately harmonized by 

0 Rome, 


he 5 oY 
Rome, ſo every Briton preſumes on a ſuperiority 


ol intellect, though, at the moment of his arrogance, 
Fallen beneath the notice of any man Vleſt boos a 1 85 


ray of the divinity of Science! 


It is on all hands confeſſed that our Vaivetfty | 


can boaſt of men as eminent for the liberal func- 65 


tions of literature, as Oxford. Cambridge, or 11 


other ſimilar eſtabliſhment—that our Courts 


Juſtice are as illuſtriouſly filled both as to Judges 


and Barriſters—and that our Senate glows with as 
much eloquence as that of the neighbouring Siiter; 

The flowing copiouſneſs of a Burke, that, like a 
torrent, ſwept away oppoſition, in its bold, yet 


faſcinating, career; the glowing fire of a Sheridan, 
that flaſhes con viction upon recreant greatneſs; the 


animated and honey-flowing periods of a virtuous 
Moira, that ſend all their force and majeſty'di- 
rectly home to every auditor's breaſt ; all theſe 


=Y 


patriots and orators, all theſe loud aſſertors of hu- 


man prerogative, owe their birth and literary fame 
to our country, next to the bounties of liberal na- 
ture, Britiſh poetry, hiſtory, and all the Attic ele- 


| gancies that fix the character of a Swift, a Gold- 
- ſmith, a Murphy, &c. &c. &c. derive n 


original tranſcendeney from this land. 


The boards of Drury - lane and Conti ih 


have witneſſed the plaudits, the ſwelling peals of 


* enthuſiaſtic applauſe, that, like their ſhadows in the 


noon · tide ſun, ſo inſeparably attended a Sheridan, 
a Moſſop, and a Barry, while, at this day, they 


owe their brilliancy, in a ſuperior degree, to the 
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Iriſh Sock and Buſkin, Need. we cas . z 


our defamers, that from Ireland, however treated 


Ake a ſtepchild or a foundling, they draw the 


ſinews of their naval and martial glory? The re- 


public of letters, in Britain, ſtill Ae energy and 


light from Iriſh genius. 1 50 
We are told, as I have already cell that En. 

Tiſh education will acquire much aid and orna- 

ment, in conſequence of the Union | What, is we. 


by depriving our academical youth of the high - 
advantages of attending the debates in Parlia- | 


ment, that they are to be inſtructed i in practical 
 elocution and the laws of their country, or that they 


are in any reſpect to be illumined ? Is it by being 
precluded admittance to the richeſt ſources of po- 


litical information? The fineſt ſentiments robed 


in the moſt attractive garb of reſiſtleſs eloquence, 


where the ſweets of a Tully and the thunder of 


a Demoſthenes now charm the heart and impreſ- 
ſively ſtrike the judgment, that the young man 
can be cultivated, or the maturity of age, in 
the citizen and country . gentleman, can acquire 
pleaſure and inſtruction ? Should we be robbed of 

our Legiſlature, adieu to thoſe brilliant advan- 


tages! Farewel, for ever, to our conſequence 
among nations | a long and laſt adieu to thoſe 


prime bleſſings laviſhed on us by Nature's God! 


| but to ſell them to ambition ! Gracious Heaven, was 


it to ſport it away, with the wanton prodigality of 
a graceleſs heir, that our virtuous forefathers pur- 


. chaſed our independence with their blood ? Was 


xs os 


: 


. 


i far this 8 gene that death and 16. 7 
mine, fire and ſword, captivity. and their pathetic - 
wounds, ſo eloquent on the verge of fate, met them 
at Derry? Was it for this renunciation that the 
far recorded Boyne was empurpled with their 
gore? That Athlone: and Aughrim rivalled the 
fame of Creſly and Agincourt ? and that Lime- 
rick beheld the political horizon cleared of every 
cloud that coward tyranny could impoſe ? Is there 
one heart within this realm ſo ingloriouſly dead to 
the divinity. of Freedom as to floop to the half 
vaſſalage of an Union ? If there be, he is rig Iciſh- | 
man. Is there a man ſo loft to a ſenſe of his own. 
irnportance as to witneſs the ratification of this 
compact unmoved ? If there be, let him Jurk, in 
guilty darkneſs, and deny his country! Is there 
a pen that can move, a mind that can dictate, or 
a lip that can pronounce the neceſſity of vigilance, 
fortitude and peremptory language, in the. general 
cauſe? Let them now emphatically come forward, 
and, with the bright example of our anceſtors be- 
fore their eyes, ſpeak thunder to the enemies of _ 
their natural inheritance | Is there on earth 4 
people ſo happily ſituated as we. are, for all the 
importance, all the enjoyments, and all the ele- 
gancies of life, that could for a moment liſten to 
any inſidious terms on the ſubject gf an Union, to 
be the footſtool of every ſucceeding Adminiſtra- - + 
tion of England? Do we not ſee the nullity en- 
tailed on Scotland? Let us, then, beware, nor, with 
our eyes open, ruſh hea. an awful precipice from 
| a . 5 Which | 6 
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| which the Hercules arm Up te virtue nel, | 
in her moſt animated exertions, cannot draw 51 
5 back to ſafety or honour, | One magnanimous 
_ ſand will fave us from ſelf. deſtruction and the exe- 
crations of poſterity. Who then ſo intombed in 
ſelt. contempt, or ſo fallen beneath the dignity of 
his nature, as not, at a moment's call, to throw 
off every fatal lethargy ? while preſerving invio- 
late his ſacred attachment and firm loyalty to his 
| King and the Conſtitution, he cannot, will not, 
err he mult riſe ſuperior to the machinations of 
his adverſaries. Great is the prize for which he 
contends ; irrevocable his doom—ſhould the ſpoiler 
once pals the Rubicon but to proceed 
Another bleſſing dancing on the heels of this 
immaculate propoſition, if carried into effect, will 
be the abſence of our nobility and the great men 
of large landed property, drawing away the 
ſpecie of the kingdom, the hard earnings of toil, 
economy and ſelf - denial; to ſquander it away, 
with the unſparing hand of prodigality, in the more 
congenial purlieus of the Britiſn Court; while 
their agents at home, too frequently a ſet of men 
rapacious, unfeeling and oppreſſive, ſack the very 
life- blood of their unfortunate tenants, Or, ſhould | 
they, for once, deviate into humanity, the powerful 
- rhetoric of a bribe muſt effect the hard work of 
e wretched occupant's temporary falyation, until, 
in the end, his means of conciliation” exhauſted, 
no price to be had for his live ſtock or the produce 


of his farms; the delegated harpy, reſtrained by 
golden 


7 

n FIR 
on his prey; and beggaty — perhaps a priſon— 
ſucceeds to competence and domeſtic repoſe. 
Deſpair ſeizes himſelf and his once · fait · ſpreading 
: family—and this dire concatenation | of calami- 


dies he” owes to the Union. 


N | Hine derivata clades, 5 „ bp Reds 
%6 In patriam populumque brit v. E 
TY is rh pride and' generous ambition ol all 


poliſhed nations to enjoy the rational amuſe- 
ments of the ſtage; which, when conducted on 


pes no more, pounces wWitfiout ne 


of” 


liberal principles, mends the public” manners, 


raiſes. the conceptions to true dignity ; impreſſes 
the ſtamp of the patriot on the ſoul, and gives 


te genius of the people an elevation of ſenti- 
ment and diction not to be derived, in an equal 


degree, from any other department in ſocial life. 
The Theatres of the capital are confeſſedly of 


this deſcription. No expenditure intimidates the 
Managers from enſuring the true Uri Duct 
to the public; and, while ſteady to this laudable 


and ſpirited conduct, it is the duty of that public. 


to hold out a ſuitable portion of encouragement 
and protection to their efforts ;—But what. are 
| theſe ſeats of elegant enjoyment to be, under the 
| auſpices of the Union? The ſons of Theſpis 
may feel, as the clue of pathetic. nature may 


originally warm, melt, tear, harrow: up, or freeze | 


the ſoul; they may faithfully weep with Shake- 


ſpeare, pine with Otway, and mourn over human 


14 Miu Seo nd a 
miſery 8 "OY | In generous Berl. they 2 
may delineate the dignified feelings of the moſt. 


amiable heart. They may in all their fanciful 
repreſentations, © Hold the mirror up to nature, 


and ſhew virtue her own image,” but all, alas, / 
io empty houſes ! The blighting winds that waft 


over the Articles (if ſuch a malignant blaſt 
ſhould ever blow) ſhall nip, in the bud, the 
fair harveſt of their honeſt hopes; and, thus de- 
feated, better had it been, had they devoted 


their early days to ſome manual drudgery, where 


neither wit, taſte, genius nor education could 

have conſtituted one qualifying 9 in their 
compoſitions. e 

Here a few queſtions naturally ariſe, ihe evi- 
dent reply to which, more clearly elucidates the 
evil tendency of this threatened innovation, as 
the means of our imperial ſalvation, - WT OC» 
. cur from their due conſideration.— . 


1. Should the Union paſs into a law, and Ire 
land ſhould conſequently have to delegate a 
number of Peers and Commoners to the 
Britiſh Parliament, tantamount to that of 
North. Britain, is it to be imagined that ſix- 
teen Peers and one hundred Commoners, 
upon any queſtion, involving the rights of 
their country, could make a ſtand againſt, 
and carry a majority from the miniſter, with 
one hundred Peers, and five hundred and 
thirteen Commoners at his back; and we 


may 


16 5 
5:4 V throw the- Caledonian | Plane into the | 
| bargain ? | 


It were an abſurdity. to ſuppoſe that 10 mueh 4 
the Spartan virtue were yet unextinct, as that ſuch 
an inferiotity of forces, on one (ide, could ſtand the 
ſhock, againſt ſuch a formidable, well-diſciplined 
Corps, under the General's perſonal command. 
And it is not a raſhneſs to pre-ſuppoſe a ſhameful 
tergiverſation even on the part of the Iriſh Manipu- 
tus! The cauſe of devoted Ireland muſt then be 
loſt, and the moft "inſignificant port, or manufac- 
turing town, in Great Britain, bear the palm af 
ſuperiority and e n ne "OOO. 
of Ireland! | 


2. Should'a Kng-conteſted cult, at law, be at lah 
referred to the ultimate deciſion of -the Peers, 
muſt the litigants, perhaps already exhauſted in 
money and means, linger the moſt part, or not 
improbably the whole, of Seſſion after Seſſion, 
under all the vexatious contingencies and ads f 
1 vantages of their ſituation ? | 


This muſt be ſubmitted to, or the parties muſt 
go home; and, after entailing beggary and ruin 
on themſelves and their families, make the beſt 
they can of —4 BAD BARGAIN: * ; 


3: Can a high- contracting power, with incontro- 
vertible documents of fallacy and violated faith 
before her, with ſafety enter into any important 

Covenant, where ſhe has only to expect a breach 

of that en, as  foon as the oppolite power 
; 5 Wh 


16 
| finds herſelf adequate to be ity! of a. a 
breach, with impunity ? | 


The Lien in the Fable, on the Sad, ac- 
ceptance of his marriage propoſal, was as ſecure in 


permitting his teeth to be drawn, and his claws. 


pared to the quick, and thereby committing him- 


ſelf to the mercy of the Maiden's father, without 1 


protection or reſource, as the Men of Ireland in 

ſurrendering their Legiſlature, behind whoſe ſhield 
alone they can promiſe themſelves ſecurity from 

the wiles of a ume-ſerving, adventurous Premier! 


| 4 Admitting that we were unequivocally and 

© equally to participate in the commerce of Great 

Britain, on the broad baſis of a reciprocity of 

__ impofis, are we yet mature enough in the means 

of ſufficiently extending ſuch unreſtricted com- 
merce, under ſuch a prefſure of taxes? 


The dawn of: our leading importance, overcaſt 
by fo many political lowerings, could not for ſome 
_ centuries at leaſt, if ever, emerge to the genial 

ſunſhine of that commercial extenſion which we 
at this day enjoy. And if there were even a 
probability of good faith from the Minifter, does 
not good policy require that we hold fait that 
Which we have, leſt we ultimately loſe the ſub- 

Rance for the ſhadow, and being unable to ſwim 
without a cork (a ſufficient capita), link for ever 


as a trading nation? gs > 
5. Whether does it better fvit the A ard 


- conſequence of a free and enlightened people, 


17 ; 


to bury all jealouſies and contentions on the . 


ſcore of Religion in eternal Night, and by ſuch. 


means overthrow the infernal ſyſtem of divide. 


et impera, or to form Party Lodges, publiſh 
' reftriftive Aſcendancy Reſolutions; puſh from the 


doors of freedom and tolerance every other body 8 
of men not aſſimilated by peculiar badges, than 


at ſuch a criſis as the preſent, adopting the 
maxim of Concordia res parve creſcunt, to 
tread under foot all invidious diſtinctions; 24 


conſidering that we have played the fool too . 


long, and that it is now high time to collect 
uiſdom from the many ſerious leſſons received 
in misfortune's ſchool, to embrace but one great 
object the general weal; and, as if with one 
heart one wiſh—one arm, to meet this miniſ- 
terial, many headed Hydra, and, by an heroic 
Unanimity, cruſh her beyond revival? 


I would not here be miſunderſtood . 
the propriety of recurring to any means inconſiſtent 
- with public tranquillity and ſocial order. Too fatally, . 


and too long, have we felt the dire effects of ſelf. con- 


ſtituted Legiſlators, and the Myrmidons of Power, 


let looſe, like bloodhounds, on life and property, 


with Draco's code in one hand, and fire and ſword 
in the other —ſome embattled againſt the ſanctity 
of the laws, others againſt the reverence of hoary 


age, the hallowed rites of religion, the purity of 
virgin innocence—the ſanctuaries of peageful in- 
duſtry and domeſtic repoſe—ſetting whole diſtricts | 
in one indiſcriminate blaze of ruin—dragging from 
„ e 7, the 
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the Altar, with the Euchariſt elevated in his hands, 
- the Miniſter of God—wantoning, with ſavage bar- 


barity, around the conflagration of the conſecrated 
Temple of the Divine Preſence! and feaſting on 


the lacerated heart of a fellow-creature, with the 

_ greedy ſatisfaction of an Indian cannibal over the 
fallen body of. his victim foe | While humanity 

| drops the tear of ſympathetic tenderneſs over thoſe | 
ſeenes of deſolation and death, it muſt equally 

' Wiſh to draw the veil of forgetfulneſs over the 

cauſes that produced the melancholy effects; and 
oppoſe every tendency to the renewal cf the ſame 

horrid exceſſes, whoſe fatal veſtiges the ſalutary 

hand of patriotic virtue, aided by favouring Hea- 


ven and healing time, may yet obliterate, and ſtill 


render us a proſperous people, if we now wiſely 
and firmly retain the means, nor conſign ourſelves 
| to degradation, and the moral impoſſibility of res 


covering from our late convulſions, „„ 
May it not be fair to aſk, how the 1 Cav 

tholics of this kingdom are ſo little to be depended. 

on, or collectively ſo dangerous, that, in order to 


bridle their ambition, and diſarm their hands, this 


new ſyſtem muſt take place? Had the body of the 


Roman Catholics been that ambitious and danger- 


ous enemy to the State, which their revilers would 


inſinuate, this more dangerous alternative were irre- 


levant, and the remedy worſe than the diſeaſe; but, 
unfortunately for the cauſe of miſrepreſentation and 


dark, deſigning obloquy, the majority of that people 
| has too eo a — to hazard, by any attempt, on 


the 


the moſt remote wiſh, to ſubvert the exiſting go- 
vernment, under which they have been liberated 
from thoſe galling ſhackles. which they. patiently 
bore, under the combined terrors of proſcriptiens, 
forfeitures, diſqualifications, and corporal penalties, 
until a benign and enlightened Legiſlature ſa , 
their loyal acquieſcence, and entered on the mag- 
nanimous work of reſtoring them to the rights of 
mueen. On the preſent occaſion it is not religion, 
but national dignity, national proſperity, national 
rights, that arreſt the vigilance, and excite the 
anxious fears and diſtruſis of that great body, in 
common with the reſt of their country men. — What 
were the independent Barons who laid the foun- 
dation of our glorious Conſtitution, by forcing. 
,  MAGNA CHARTA from the Tyrant, King John? 
Roman Catholics. Who conflituted the major 
part of our political Saviours, by incorporating, 
, ſelf· armed, and ſelf-ſupported, in one ſolid, im- 
pregnable army, of volunteers, when the common 
intereſt ſwelled every breaſt with heroic enthu- 
ſiaſm, and every man became a ſoldier in defence 
of his country? Roman Catholics. Away, then, 
with ill-founded calumnies! If the peaſantry and 
unlettered undiſcerning people « hat commu- 
nion, unfortunately embarked on the tempeſtuous 
ocean of inſurrection and dating. atrocity to ſub- 
vert the. government, and with it the liberties of 
their country, they were goaded only by men 
actuated by ſome aſpiring hopes; others, by the 
| worſt of- ds 2-9 that of tempting them to the 


precipice, 


20 
precipice, and, ke the Author of Evil, When 
once made fure in the diabolical work, leaving 
the wretched offenders to their unhappy fate, 
with the view of involving the whole body of 
| Roman Catholics in one common ruin, and 
"ſhutting them out, for ever, as aliens, traitors, 
and apoſtates, from the peal of a Conſtitution to 
which they would have them ſuppoſed to be irre- 
concileably hoſtile ! but "oy have * ee into 
| the pit they dug f _ 5 
_  Monteſquieu, that great bons authority and 
critical inveſtigator of governments and laws, 
"affirms that 4 the Roman Catholic Religion is 
beſt of all adapted to the monarchical form of 


_ government—that of the Proteſtants to the repub- 


lican;”—and he might have gone a little further, 
and added, that his particular mode of worſhip | 

does not confine the Roman Catholic to any par- 
ticular form of government, however attached to 
' monarchy by principle, and a conviction of its 
ſuperior excellence, that the hand of nature has 
_ implanted in his breaſt the love of liberty and 
independence as ſtrongly operative as in the frame 
of any other religioniſt, or ſeQtary ! it ey” his 
| invariable Creed i in Politics —ihar 


: P 
206 For forms of government tho fools conteſt, 
« Whate'er i is beſt adminiſtered i is beſt.” 


This odious meaſure equally ſtrikes at the root 
of the Roman Catholic, Proteſtant and Preſby- 


terian intereſt, Tao, the mtr is not, what re- 
N „„ 1 
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| San: ſhall Vis an excluſion: * to a ſeat m 
Parliament, but ſhall we have a Parliament? Or 
| ſhall we totpidly acquieſce in the alienation of 
that auguſt Aſſembly; or ſhall we not rather rally 
round that palladium of Iriſh liberty, and ſuppli- 
cate its individual and collective energy to guard 
their .country's rights—by preſerving theit ry 
undiſmembered and unchanged? _- a 
The ariſtocratic and democratic branches of the ee 
| Leiflanure'i in this kingdom cannot at ſo eaſy a rate 
as that ſwallowed by the Caledonian cormorants, _ 
ſurrender the boaſt of their anceſtors, and. at the 
nod of the Miniſter become the degraded atten- 
dants on a foreign court, ſtript of authority in 
their native ſoil, and with only a ſecondary reſper- 
tability there] with eſtates uncultivated for want 
of cultivators, or the means of cultivation, (the 
means being laviſhed on the fripperies and follies 
of a foreign reſidence, and its long train of ex" © 
penſive concomitants) with oppreſſed tenants and 
manſions tottering to decay; they will curſe the 
hour that they relinquiſhed the bleſſings and dignity 
to which public integrity had at home entitled 
them. Let them, therefore, ſeaſonably come for- 
ward with an addreſs of loyalty and firm attach- 
ment to the beſt of Princes, ſupplicating him to 
apply the ſaving axe of his paternal care, for the 
preſervation of his people of Ireland, to that per- 
nicious root from which ſo many public examples 
are likely to ſpread.” On ſuch an emergency, ſhall 
not the Peer allert his hereditary dignity ? Shall 
05 | | not - 
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not the Geeste ſpeak out in the manly * | 
of free-born independence? Shall not the banker, 
the merchant, the man of landed property, ſhall 
not all ranks and deſcriptions of Iriſhmen, ſtand 


centinels an the great object of their importance, Eo 


their legiſlature, and ſhield it from innovating out- 
rage, from evety deformity, from every excre- 
ſcence on its beauteous form? If we coaleſce, un- 
der the. banners of the Conſtitution, we ſhall be 
graciouſly heard; but ſhould we culpably ſleep 
on our poſts, we muſt lament, with our lateſt _ 
breath, the moment of our parricidal lethargy ! 

The eſſect of an Union on that ſource of ufeful 
and ornamental communication, the Iriſh Preſs, 
is to conſtitute another evil of the moſt forbidding 
and-alarming nature! In all poliſhed countries this 


infant Hercules has been foſtered with jealous care, 


leſt any of his members ſhould be diſabled or 
crippled for want of liberty and proper play in his 
cradle. Thus, within the Britiſh empire he has 
attained ſuch growth and ſtrength as to ſhake a 
_ tyrant on his throne, and make the cheek of con- 
ſcious guilt turn pale at the terror of his voice. 
Beneath his tutelary eye inſtruction and delight 
blended their ſweets by turns, and the philoſophical 
reſearches of the literati of Europe poſted on the 
| pinions of the winds to enrich us, as ſoon as iſſued 
into public light. But now the caſe muſt be al- 
tered ; for the Britiſh printer, under the law for 
ſecuring literary property, will avail himſelf of 
the Devens in its moſt ample extent, and it may 


not 
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„„ 5 Ro 
not be until after a tedious lapſe of many years 
that we, people of Ireland, ſhall be gratified with _. 


the ſight, of any new publication (if not ſmuggled} 755 


until a ſimilar ſtatute, with its enormous expences 


both to the Iriſh printer and the Iriſh public, ſhall 


have operated here. However, under theſe very 
reſtrictions, candour muſt confeſs that this is not 


the moſt unjuſt. or- unſalutary plant germinating 


from the Union-ſtem, and that its ramifications are. 


calculated to ſerve a race of men - and women too 


—whoſe ſole inheritance is their genius and edu- 
cation. Aulhors, having hitherto had no ſuch ſecu- 


rity for the excluſive right of literary property, 


may now find a conſoling proſpect of bettering 


their fortunes, in conſequence of the Union: and 


hence it may be concluded, in the vulgar adage, 
that the devil himſelf is not as black as he is painted? | 
We are flatteringly aſſured that,. the Union 
being once eſtabliſned, the doors to an ample re- 
dreſs of all our public grievances, and cauſes of 


diſcontent, are to be thrown open at an Engliſh 


tribunal ; but this looks ſomewhat like feeding u 
with an empty ſpoom | It is abbreviating- diſtance, and 


lengthening brevity! as if the chain were ſhorter 


than the link; or, that it were more practically 
caſy to traverſe three hundred miles by land and 
water, under the mercy of wind and tide, than, 
without theſe difficulties and uncertainties, to ob- 


tain ſuch redreſs, at home, from our own Parlia- 


ment; for, ſurely, it muſt be admitted, that the _ 
more remote the ſeat of judicature, the more diffi- 


cult 55 
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cult the judgment, both in the purſuit and final 
_ attainment. Under all caſualties and circum- 
ſtances operating either for, or againſt Great- 


Britain and Ireland, it is not political bigotry 


to aſſert, that, take it all in all, the beſt Union 55 
in the power of Mr. Pitt to eſtabliſh in either 


country, is, 1h UNION OF ALL UNIONS, THE 


.  » UNION OF HEARTS ; and, to effect this grand 
deſideratum, all party-prejudices and cabals, all 
invidious diſtinctions, ungenerous diſtruſts, and 0 


imperative domination, muſt give way to a cor- 


dial coalition of the ſtrength and induſtry of 


the empire, for the general ſafety and proſpe - 
rity, Jaundice - eyed jealouſies and ungenerous 


2 ſuſpicions muſt yield to confidence and amity. ; 


Mutual intereſts and attachments muſt rivet 
the people to the common cauſe. And, thus,. 
all parties, Lutherans, Roman Catholics and 


. Calviniſts, will be as one body actuated by one 
ſoul, loyal to the beſt of ſovereigns, and hoſ- 


tile to the baneful poiſon of French Fraternity, . 
French Organiſm, and French Spoliation. Yes, 


| England! unite us in ſuch ſtrong bonds, and 


we are inſeparably yours, Treat not your in- 
eſlimable ſiſter, as Mary, of ſi uſpicious memory, 


did Elizabeth; we merit by far, better at your 
| hands. In all your troubles and yexations, our 
blood and treaſures ſupported you againft your 


enemies. We have vowed to riſe with your riſe, 


dr to fall with your fall, Strive not then, un- 


gratefully 
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gratefully; to ek upon our ruins.” Purſe TY 
this pompous (But to us grating) ſound=Union= 


as echo does the voice in the ſhade— but let it 


fall away, like the mürmun Se the Fs. 


: windy | 
The Premier thay e alk 1 views towards 


this country, no doubt, and we are ſenſible of 
the purity of his zeal; but; circumſtanced' as 
things are, to perſiſt, would be only copying 


the practice of a Quack, obtruding on the pa- 


tient a ſuppoſed poiſon, againſt which his ſto- 
mach riſes, at firſt ſight, and againſt which, he 
knows, if once down, there is no antidote, 
Let nature, then, in this caſe, be her own 


Is 


phyſician. Ireland has her ſalvation within her- 


ſelf; and, although ſhe has, for ſortie | motiths 
paſt, ſuſtained a violent ſhock, her vital parts 

are now in a ſtate of convaleſcence, and will, 
in due time, recover her native ſtrength,” fo as 


to bear up, with firmneſs, unpropped and un- 
ſupported by this political walking-ſtick of Mr. 
Pitt's recommendation. — But a further attempt, 


at this u0trum of her loathing and abhorrence, 
may, again, plunge her into a perilous relapſe, 


and, in ſuch a fever, her parts being now not 
ſo untouched and integral, as before, her con- 


dition may become deſperate; convulſions may 


ſeize her whole frame; and, thus, may a fatth- 
ful, fond, and affectionate fiſter, be endangered 


to carry a point, which neither juſtice warrants, 


nor ſound. policy gives ſanction to. 
#4 \ E 


Should ; 
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Should the all- graſping ambition of our re- 
publican neighbours, at any future period, in 
the reſtleſs ſpirit of ſpoliation and dominion, 
aſſail the tranquillity of England, could not the 


loyal ſpirit of our people be as readily called 


to action under the exiſting form of their con- 
ſtitution, as under this projected plan of inno- 
vation? Or is there any hidden amulet in the 
Union, that, on a ſudden emergency, could 
ſhorten the paſſage to a junction of the Iriſh 
and Britiſh forces? Could it ſay to the howl- 
ing of the tempeſt, be calm,” or to the con- 
flicting billows, © be till ?“ Or could he, on the 
failure of veſſels to convey our armies beyond 
the channel, open a dry paſſage through the 


deep, as formerly effected by Divine Omnipo- 


| tence, for the Iſraelites? No, theſe are miracles 
not to be expected either at his hands or thoſe 
of his Cabinet conjurors, however nearly ap- 
proaching political omnipotence. Therefore, as 
the Union cannot make us better ſubjects, bet- 
ter ſoldiers, or better citizens, in the name of 
common ſenſe, Mr. Pitt, let us enjoy our pre- 


ſent repoſe, nor revive the hing Unbers. of 175 


our paſt grievances. . | . 
Can any man, converſant. in the affairs of 
this kingdom, be brought by the ſophiſtry 6 
any writer, however poliſned his periods, and 
high his office in the ſtate, to think that tbe Union 
would cauſe an influx and extenſive dne | 
of [om capital in Ireland? $22 


Not 


7 
"Not 4 Lingle ſpring of commercial energy car 
ties ben the -accompliſhment of ſuch a mea 
Fare, creative of fuch an influx that we, already, 
are not in equal poſſeſſion of, no quarter of 
the peopled globe being more advantageouſly 
ſituated for all the lar of becoming © the 
emporium of inſular trade. What, though our 
capital be yet in a ſtate of infant weakneſs! the 


invigorating arm of all-maturing time will 


ſtrengthen our own means; our finances will 
riſe 'in proportion to our induſtry, «nd conſe- 
quently our commerce, PAP 3 


64 Pe with our growth, . and Arengrhen: with; our eh. „ 


And in proportion to our population and prof: 
perity, the Britiſh empire mult, a ToTo, feel an 
| . acceſſion of ſtrength and power, not experienced 
before. The inauſpicious barrier of relſgious ſe- 
paration ſhall fall aſunder: our countrymen ſhall 
have that liberal protection at home, the impo- 
litic deprivation of which has, to the misfor- 
tune of the parent ſtate, ſo long militated and 
turned our own arms againſt us. The common 
enemy ſhall now invariably feel the ponderous 
efficacy of thoſe arms, if it be the gracious i in- 
tention of England to divide us no more. Let 
not the champion of liberty be hencefor ward i- 
terrogated if he has ſubſcribed to the IAT r- | 
NINE ARTICLES, or addreſſes the Deity in 
Church, chapel or kirk. Under this happy mu- 
' © tuality of confidence, we ſnhall be cemented. 
| | | The 
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The plains of the old and new: dioxide no 8 
ſmall bebold the ſubject armed againſt his law- 
ful prince; the ſon encamped to carry terror 
to the father's; breaſt ;—but internal peace, un- 
clauded by an Union, ſhall extend her ſilent olive 
over every corner of theſe dominions; and the 
ſons of freedom ſhall appear clad in terror 
againſt their faes, actuated by the nobleſt in- 
centives that, next to heaven, can animate. _ 
human _ breaſt——public virtue, | 

The pqwer of ' parliament, it By bs con- 
feſſed, can do much, but there is one barrier 
at which it ſtops, ſhort: the ſurrender of a 
ſeptennial truſt, to which ſurrender the houſes 
of legiſlation are no more adequate than the 
truſtee in private life to. delegate or transfer 
his truſt. Here, the repreſentative muſt act in 
uniſon with his conſtituent, otherwiſe the cove- 
nant muſt be null and void. If he attempts 
to move in oppoſition to this leading principle, 


he uſurps an authority that does not belong to 


him ; but independently of this conſtitutional 
reſtriction, the Legiſlature of this kingdom can- 
not—ſurely will not, ſtoop to ſo baſe a traf- 
fic. Our Peers have the illuſtrious privileges 
banded down by their noble anceſtors, to tranſ- 
mit pure and unſullied to their deſcendants. 
Our Commoners cannot deſert their princely 
ſeats their natural authority and conſequence 
in the arms of their country, to dance humi- 
Jating attendance on a foreign Cabinet, or to 
2 2 „ be 
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he lifts his voice in defence of 228 PEE 8050 
of his Countr 7. 


The Commons being in a goed acid com- 
Wer of the firſt ornaments of the Bar, their 
legal information cannot fail to guide them 
with certainty through every labyrinth in the power 


of their opponents to throw before them, to 


puzzle or bewilder their faculties to decide upon 5 
this queſtion at onge. They poſſeſs ample for- 


tunes, and, for the moſt part, hereditary eſtates, 


on which they enjoy the Oriuu cu DIGNT- _ 

TATE, during the receſs from the Courts and 
Parliament. In England, they ye? have no ſuch 

_ retreats, though abſolutely neceſſary for the pur- 

poſes of health, recreation, and ſtudy, after 

the harraſſing and perplexing buſtle of Weſt- 

minſter-Hall. And here, the Bar preſents an- 


other weighty objection to the Union. 
In this kingdom, every native Barriſter has 


either his relative, or cultivated connections. 


The junior Pleader, if he cannot immediately 
become the object of popular notice in the 


Four-courts, ameliorates. his fortune, on the pro- 
vincial circuits, where birth, or ſome collateral 
intimacy, recommends him to a brief. Be- 
'yond the water, he has no ſuch patronage to 

hope for. Among ſtrangers, all reſpectively at» 

m—_ to their particular advocates, 'what can 

ga young . gentleman of the Iriſh Bar (be his 


* abilities however . expect to 


0 gain '£ 


gain? Accumulated debts while his revenues 
do not keep pace with his expenditures. But 
it will be objected that our Couris and Circuits 
are ſtill, as uſual, to be open to them, and this 
new ſyſtem will not operate againſt their practice. 
True; the Courts and Circuits will, as ever, be 
open to their purſuits; but neither, it is to he ap- 
prehended, will be eſſentially the ſame, the Union 
carrying in its train, a transfer of property, a 


transfer of abilities, a transfer of power, and a 


transfer of Judicial Avorcation ! The Pleader of 
practical eminence will endeavour to. obtain his 
delegation to the Engliſh Commons Houſe, where, 
it is more than probable, he will bring his mer 
chandize to the beſt market, and unite with th 
 facra legio of the Miniſter. 

If England would wiſh to ſee her frength: laß 
ciently augmented to ſtand the ſhock which the 
acknowledges the ſuperiority of the French Re- 
public capable of giving—if ſhe would ftand armed 
againſt that terrific power that impreſſes conſterna- 
tion and diſmay throughout the whole progreſs of 
her arms, is it by this infidious meaſure ſhe preſumes 
to engage the bravery of this country to fight her 
| battles? No; never can ſhe win our arms and our 
hearts, but by fair and honourable dealing. On 
the folid baſis of honeſty can ſhe alone expect to 
erect the bulwark of her ſtrength? Let her drop 
ber odious, though, to herſelf, precious project, all 
at once, nor force it on our indignant eyes! Long 
bave we been cordially embarked. in one bottom 
with 


| with her, combating agaioft all her dangers, 
bound by all her obligations, influenced by all 
her attachments, and devoted to ſupport her ſo- 


vereignty; willing to ſupport her navy, and bid 


her. commerce meet every wind that blows from 
every point of the compaſs, from the Scorpion f 
the South, to the frozen regions of the Arctic 


Pole; from the riſing to the ſetting Sun. Yet, if 
in her ſuperiority, or if ambitiouſly haughty in her 


deportment ſhe imperiouſly conducts herſelf to- 
wards the men of Ireland; ſhe has nothing to 
look up to but apathy, diſtruſt, and oppoſition, 
inſtead of animated regard, and à virtuous: and 
nnen co · ardour in her cauſe. | 
Seriouſly, ſhould the Miniſter of England reflect, 
that the ſons of a fond, venerable, and liberal 
mother, nurtured in her cheriſhing lap, and formed 
by example to honour and glory, cannot poſſibly 
look on to ſee her native excellence inſulted or 


debaſed by any graſping hand, however accuſtomed 


to deeds of daring. This is an object Highly en- 


titled to his mature conſideration. Should he o ver- 


look it, it may coſt him ſome painful reflections. 
We are with great ingenuity, and with ihe addreſs 
of a Courtier, informed of the wiſdom that dictated, 
and the golden conſequences that attended, the 
Union, or, more properly terming it, incorpora- 
tion of the United Provinces, after they had thrown. 
off the Spaniſh yoke; but, how does this Union, 
incorporation, or call it by what name you pleaſe, 
apply to Ireland? The eſſence remains ſtill the 
ſame. ew” 1 ſay, does it apply to the point 


5 under 


Po 
wider! deuten? Each of theſe. tes 804 then 


individually weak, both by infancy of independ- 


ence, and extent of territory. Nature had been 
niggard of her bleſſings to each. Their common: 
proximity, their weakneſs; if ſeparate; and that 
infertility of ſoil againſt which laborious induſtry 
had to put her, ſtrongeſt ſinews to their utmoſt 
ſtretch, ſtared them in the face; an incorporation 


was the ine qud non; the only alternative which was 


* 


to reſcue them from every thing to be dreaded from 


the peculiarity of their reſpective ſituations; and for 


this impreſſive reaſon they agreed to their exiſting 5 


confederation. With Ireland, the caſe bears totally 
a different complexion ; having from time imme- 
morial been eſtabliſhed, and her Legiſlature haying 
been reſtored to primitive independence by her vi- 


gour in 1782. Though England would now make a 


bold effort for more than even a reſumption of her un- 


juſtifiable and arrogant power; it is not for her to re- 


ſign, or to commit herſelf to all the maladies of a 


renuneiation of her natural rights and imperial pri- 


vileges. She has not the ſwampy, floating marſhes 


of the United Provinces to encounter, Enviable, 


not envying—conferring, not receiving, advan- 
tages—lending, rather than borrowing—propping, 
not,propped by, Great Britain, what has ſhe to do 
with this propoſed compact ?—To tread it magna- 
nimouſly under foot—the very moment it preſents 


itſelf for her adoption; not to throw her fortune, 

like a deſperate adventurer, into the lap of a nation 
ſo ſwallowed up in debt and growing taxes, that her 
redemption falls little ſhort of a political miracle 


Ik 


n por er to effect} Never, furely, can Gr 
Ah — ſo deep a game, where ſhe has 
ſo much to forfeit—nothing to gain. What a 
wicked, what an inglorious, what a beſotted con 
duct, to ſurrender Pagans certainty, for a trivial 
uncertainty! . 5 
Let us, for a moment, ſuppoſe ba ready 
in poſſeſſion of every advantage poſſibly | to iſſue 
from the Union, without the Union: What would ; 
they come to, paramount to thoſe already within fo 2 
our reach ? Is. it a free trade with all the nows. 8 5 
neutral ports of Europe? Thanks to the ſpirit and 
| expanded. minds of a Grattan, and his virtuous 
compatriots, we have. that already in our hands, 
Is it a Commerce, free and unembarraſſed, un- 
crippled, and unretarded by a tedious and circui⸗ 
tous Navigation? No; for that we alſo enjoy. 18 
it the Channel Trade? Let that füll retain its 707 
fatu nature. No Union would be able ſufficiently 1 
to handcuff the Engliſh Rider—no. compact ſhall 
{ ever be formed virtually to counteract Britiſh 
monopoly, or the clandeſtine. dealings long. and 
feelingly experienced by this country, from theſe 
ſources of perfidy and wrong Aye; but, ay the. 
ſticklers for the Union, “you ſhall | participate | in 
our Eaft- India Trade,” Softly, Mr. Bull! you. 
too well know our incapacity to avail ourſelves of 
that, part of. the. ſtipulation; and, at beſt; it would _ 
be only admitting us honorary Members, without, 
any Wan or r ease. 73 
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The Union of Wales with the Engliſh peal, was 
one of thoſe revolutions which, in ſtates undivided 
by the waters, have happened in all ages, and will 

continue to happen, while reſtleſs ambition, and 
thirſt of power and ſubjugation, actuate the human 
breaſt; and, as to the cement of the Saxon Hep- 
tarchy under one prince, and one legiflature, it was 
an adoption of deliberate wiſdom and falutary deſign; 
for, previouſly to ſuch incorporation, theſe disjoined 
petty powers took every opportunity to harraſs 
and commit depredatory exceſfes on each other by 


ttüns; until, at length, finking under their own 


machinations, and all, grown weary of a life of 
hoſtility, carnage and plunder, they fought an 
aſylum, in the boſom of monarchy, from the miſ- 
fortunes they had fo induſtriouſly created. 
Although the refined eruelties and atrocities of 
the laſt year ſtamp the fanguinary fignatures of 
death and infuriate military, as well as mob licen- 
tiouſneſs in their moſt haggard forms on the actors, 
in the ſeveral tragedies of Summer and Autumn; 
5 although the hiſtorian, the philofopher and mora- 
liſt, ſhall bleed over. the complicated horrors that 
ſhall occur, in every page of that diſaſtrous annal, 
_ while they read—yet, if permitted to recover 
from our wounds, in the boſom of returning tran- 
quillity; - and that lenitives will be ſeaſonably ap- 
plied, inſtead of hazardous corroſives, all may 
yet be well: and ſtate empiricks will find it more 
effectually to their purpoſe to cultivate the amity, 


5 arifing from ſuch a REN than with the . 
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of an adventurous Quixotte, to create diſſenſions 
and animoſities, jealouſies and dangers? May we 
not ſtill cheriſh the fame good underſtanding and 
| live on the ſame terms of good humour that We 
beretofore have done? Is not the ſame free inter- | 
courſe of mutual - good offices of trade, benefits, 
_ extenſion of commerce and education, now open 
to us, as before—Why, then, not till operate,” as 
ever, on the priſtine baſis? which, though ſtrongly 
bearing the features of aſtep-dame's, not an avowed 


fiſter's, conduct is more acceptable than the col- 


lected bleſſings of the Union—though conceived, 
delivered, and matured under the obſtetric dexte- 
rity of the ſtate phyſician himſelf. . But, ſays. the 


financier, We have been to this moment impo- 


tic fools; we now ſee our paſt miſapplication & 


of advantages, and it is our duty to loſe no more 
time, but ſeriouſly and. aſſiduouſſy to ſet about the 
good work of our wiſe intentions. Let us, there- 


fore, begin and break the magic that kept us for 
ſo long a period in lethargic inaction. England, 


like Cæſar, can bear no equal; ſhe muſt govern 
in trade, in laws and conſtitution, yncontrouled 5 
her ſway over Ireland, as over the reſt of her Eu- 
ropean and Indian colonies, muſt be abſolute. This 


is the age of political chivalry; and, though ſuch 


an unexpected revolution may tend to convulſe 
the neighbouring kingdom, when ſhe has com- 


pletely exhauſted her ſtrength, and nearly ſtormed 
and fretted to death; yet, as the aggrieved babe 


. and _ out his little ſoul, in all the 
impotence 
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impateice of diſſatisfaction and # epi, and 


ceaſes when unable to obtain redreſs, and when 
27 enſeebled by his cries; ſo ſhall Irihmen ſponta- 


neouſly ſettle into general, calm, when no longer 


eq; al to the ſtruggles of oppoſition, the Janguage 


of remonſtrance, or the bitterneſs of reproach. 23 
0 Here ceaſed the, youth, nor melted. he reply,” 23 | 


| When the oct legion of placemen, penſioners, 
pimps, paraſites and court cormorants, loudly echoed 
the dictatorial ſounds, and, with ſtretched jaws never 
before inſtanced, horribly grinned applauſe. 
The cabinet of Saint James's ſhould! have ma- 
turely weighed the probable. difficulties to be un- 


avoidahly encountered previouſly to the comple- 
tion of this deſideratum. They ſhould have fore- 


ſeen that a community, Jealouſly fond of their na- 
tural prerogatives, rights, and immunities, would 
not, without murmurs and oppoſition, without 


| bitterneſs. and revolting minds, relinquiſh ſo inva- 


luable a pledge as the Conftitution—but deeds of 
hardihood ſeem peculiarly calculated to ſignalize 
the miniſterial puppets of the day, while Machiavel | 


pulls the wires that ſet them in buſy motion. He 


loves to fiſn in troubled waters —and, happy, 
thrice happy, will it be, for the cauſe of huma- 
nity, if he endanger not the repoſe of thoſe realms 


which he would ſeem inclined to cement in the 


propitious boſom of his dearly-beloved Union, 
Irritation, in public, as in private life, wounds be- 
yond ORs and fool- e is the man who 

commits 
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| n honour and 10 to the exceſſes of po, 
pular vengeance. Bewildered is the political helmſ- 
man, who, wantonly, and without regard to, the 
_ general ſafety, VEngHr6a on the deſperate, cur 
prize! 
Men, poſſeſſed 7 ready money, Wee no im- 
moveable pledges in this country, will embark. for 
the New World, where tranquillity and commerce 
open their proſperous arms for their reception! and 
with them will depart, their wealth, as well as 
that of their connections. Though their native 
country mult be dear to their, breaſts, and they 
cannot, forſake it but with, pain and ſonrdw, it. is 
not to be ſuppoſed. that they will remain to witneſs. 
the growing poverty of that. once. happy land, 
where they have been brought, up with ſuch! high 
expectations! But with perſons. having property, 
which they cannot diſpoſe. of with any reaſonable 
advantage, the caſe muſt be other wiſe. Men, who 
expended; great, ſums on buildings, will find them- | 
| ſelves tied down, however. tempting the proſpects 
beyond the Atlantic, or alarming and diſhearteny 
ing. thoſe at home, They muſt therefore reſign 
themſelves to their reſpeRive hardſhips, nor look 
forward with an happier view, than a,perſevering 
ſicuggle againſt difficulties, which Nature never 
deſigned that they ſhould. encounter, | 
Thus will our Senators, occaſion the downfall 

of enterprize and property, as well as their own 
+ conſequence, by a dereliction of their birth-rights, 
With every. misfortune, evidently to follow this 
| contract in legible, characters open to their in- 
na reſligation, 


veſtigstion, may they, with becoming dignity, 
ſpurn every infidious advance towards a ſyſtem 
ſo replete with national calamity and diſhonour. 
Their princely fortunes ſhould raiſe them above 
political proſſitution. There is not a Peer, or 
Commoner, within this realm, but, on a fair ave- 
rage, poſſeſſes a revenue ſuperior to the whole pur- 
chaſe · money of the Scottiſh Conſtitution. Can 
we heſitate io pronounce that country loſt to a 
ſenſe of its own importance, where ſome of its 
leading men were bought over to that ſurrender, 
for the paltry pittance of (. 25 each? But, if Fame 
ſpeak truth, the preſent race of Scots pant after, 
and are anxiouſly bent on, an effort for the reco-" | 
very of their Legiſtature> : 
It has raiſed the wonder of many men to reflect 5 
on the unexpected injuſtice of the Union towards 
the brighteſt jewel inthe Britiſh Crown; but when 


we look back on the rejection of our demand of 5 


PROTECTING DUTIES, and the attempt to load us 
with the memorable comMreRcCtal PROPOS! TIONS, 
both the former and the latter, ſo repugnant to our 
intereſts, and fo favourable to the clandeſtine pur- 
s of the Engliſh Rider, to glut our markets 
with-Engliſh goods, we ſhall ceaſe to wonder at 
any part of thoſe injuries we have been inſulted 
with,—To the denial of proTEcTING DUTIES, - 
the Iriſh Loom ftands indebted for its torpor and 
decay. Hence, our fireets were daily crowded 
with working ſpectres— with mendicant artiſi— 
who, at every corner, in every lane and alley, 


preſented ſcenes of indeſcribable miſery, ragged- 


_ and famiſhed "Re white the tender and 
compaſſionate paſſenger was wounded with the 
cries of deſpair, without the poſſibility of alle- 
| Vietiog: half the diſtreſſes that occurred „ 
Though we have already experienced the Bad 
intentions of an affefionate Siſter on all occaſions, ” 
yet no project of her formation has ſtruck ſo 
deeply at our vital part, as the preſent, It is a - 
mortal aim at our very exiſtence Is nation; and 
the generality of the people conſidering i it in this 
light, have made up their minds upon the buſineſa, 
and though tenderly affected towards the Throne 
and Conſtitution, they are hoſtile to ſuch a vile 
encroachment. Hence, it follows, that they can- 
not behold the boaſt of their anceſtors alienated, 
without a virtuous ſtruggle. Its retention they 
have fixed their hearts on. Their Addreſſes are 
ready to flow from every part of the kingdom, 
reprobating, in the moſt pointed language, ſuch 
an attack. And if not ſtolen through both 
Houſes before the ſenſe of all | deſcriptions of 
people be collected through the County- Juries 
on the Spring Circuits, their indignation muſt 
loudly ring in every ear on this occaſion, ad- 
verſe to their independence. Turn we where 
we will, or enter into what ſocieties we may, 
the univerſal cry is——* NO UNION \” from 
the man of ſcience, to the untutored peaſant— 
from the merchant to the artiſt—from the north * 
to the ſouth—from the weſtern to the eaſtern 
extremities of the nation, the voice of Ireland 


is ® NO UNION!" —Should we be robbed of 85 
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cr glorious privileges, ſay they, "Whde alterna- 
tibe remains, but * to commit ourſelves to the 
* terrors of the ocean, to plough an extent of 
three thouſand miles, in ſearch of a better 
„ workd—a calm alßluch from thoſe ills that 
85 Inevitably await us in the land of our birth, 
* where we fondly hoped to cloſe the evening 
« of our days, and lay our bones at Taft with 
&« the aſhes of our parents, relatives, and friends. 
„Thrice happy dead, who lived not to ſee the 
« day of this defolation! Happy had we been, 
% had we accompanied you to your ſepulchres, 
« then we had not witneſſed the calamities deſ- 
„ tined to mark the progreſs of the laſt and 
« preſent. year.” Let us not deſpond, my Coun- 
trymen. Our Senators riſe ſuperior to ſuch a 
ſurrender, They know the conſequence too well, 
to ſubmit to a time ſerving meaſure of this nature. 
Nor is it in the noble mind of our Viceroy ever 
to give ſanction to, or promote, any covenant that 
could ſully his dignified reputation as a Stateſman, 
and Repreſentative of Majeſty, With days full 
of well-carned honours, venerated through life, 
and the theme of every tongue in this Kking- 
dom, where he is looked up to as to our political 
Saviour, he will not tarniſh his glory by leaving it 
in characters of braſs, on che records of infamy— 
THAT, 1N THE ADMINISTRATION OF MARQUIS 
CORNWALLI18, THE IMPERAL KINGDOM OF IRE» | 
LAND WAS CURSED WITH THIS MOST BANSTOL, 
OF NATIONAL LVIL&—AN UNION I! 
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